ABOUT THE CHINOOK PLAZA ... 


With beautiful Mt. Hood (Wy-east) in the distance and the 
Columbia River flowing nearby, this area was the ancestral 
home of the Chinookan people. The newly created walkway 
along the north side forms an entrance to the Chinook Plaza. 

Chinook Artist Greg Robinson created the Chinook concept 
and design and the artwork contained in the Plaza. The 7% -foot 
tall power figure was carved and polished from a column of ba- 
salt rock. Its design incorporates typical elements of centuries- 
old Chinook art forms, such as exposed ribs and prominent 
eyes. The figure is the tallest known stone sculpture on the 
West Coast, north of Mexico. He is a welcoming presence to 
visitors. 

Perched on top of the power figure is a coyote carved from 
granite. From this perch he is watching over the Plaza. On the 
backside of the power figure is a salamander, an ancient symbol. 

Surrounding the power figure are circles carved into the six 
tons of blue stone, the floor of the Plaza. On the circles have 
been cut 3-dimensional circular water collectors. 

Around the periphery of the Plaza are five approximately 1% 
-foot high polished basalt stones which provide seating. The 
numbers three and five and circles and triangles hold signifi- 
cance in Chinook culture. 

Greg Archuleta, of the Grand Ronde Tribe, created the inter- 
pretive aspect to commemorate the Chinook heritage. On the 
west side of the plaza is a 4% -foot basalt stone on which are 
carved the names of Tayi in honor of the Chinook leaders and 
their people of the lower Columbia River Region. Near the Plaza 
are three areas containing native plants which were of impor- 
tance to the Chinook. Interpretive signs are to be installed later. 

The Chinook Plaza, as well as the Tayi rock, the native planting 
bed, the interpretive panels, and the pondless waterfall surrounded 
by native plants, are the fulfillment of the original intent of those — 
who were involved in planning the development of Parker's Landing 
Historical Park when it was dedicated and opened on June 1, 1986. 
In addition to relating local history, one of the wishes of those early 
members, as well as current members, was to commemorate the 
Chinook Indians who had inhabited this area, who had left behind 
Many artifacts, some of which are still being found today, and who 
deserve to be honored, remembered, and imitated for their respect 


for Mother Earth. 


